Mr. EMERSON’s 


, ARTILLERY ELECTION 
c SERMON. 


» eae "an 


j Piety and Arms. 


SERMON, 


PREACHED AT THE REQUEST 
OF THE 


ANCIENT ann HONOURABLE 
ARTILLERY COMPANY, 


in poston, JUNE 3, 179935 
THE 


ANNIVERSAR Y 


OF THEIR 


ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 


By WILLIAM EMERSON. _ 


BOSTON: 
Printed by MANNING & LORING. 


1799+ 


: 
tm. 


AN 


‘Artillery EleGtion Sermon. 


PSALM cdlix. 6 


LET THE HIGH PRAISES OF GOD BE IN THEIR MOUTH, 
AND A FWO-EDGED swORD IN THEIR HAND. 


HREE interpretations may be given to thefe 
words. 

i. It was the cuftom of ancient, as it is of mod- 
ern, nations, to excite the courage of their armies, 
when going to battle, by inftrumental mufick. The 
Etrurians, for this purpofe, ufed the trumpet ; the 
Lacedemonians, the pipe ; and the Egyptians, the 
drum. The Hebrew people, ever inftruéed to 
borrow nothing of idolatrous manners, are here 
taught to acquire the neceflary valour to combat 
and vanquith their foes, by fimply employing their 
voices in finging the wondrous power and acts of 
their divine deliverer. This is one interpretation 
of the words.* In its juftification is adduced the 
following paflage of the facred Chronicles. And B. 1. 
when he had confulted with the people, be appointed fing- on 
ers unto the Lord, and that fhould praife the beauty of 
holinefs as they went out before the army, and to fay, 
Praife the Lord, for his mercy endureth forever. And A 
aoben they began to fing and to praife, the Lord fet am- 

B > bufhments 
% Confult the argument to this pfalm in bifhop Patrick’s Paraphrafe. 
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bufkments againf? the children of Ammon, Moab, and 
Mount Seir, which were come againf? Fudah, and they 
were /mitien. 

2. A fecond conftru@tion of the text fuppofes 
the pfalm, from which it is taken, to have been 
compofed in honour of fome recent fuccefles, that 
had crowned the Jewith arms, for which the peo- 
ple of God are exhorted to celebrate his goodnefs, 
and, at the fame time, to retain their martial hab- 
its, as a conftant terrour to their enemies. 

@ Laftly, It is notorious that the Jews, after 
returning from captivity at Babylon, were infeft- 
ed by a dangerous oppofition to their liberties at 
home and abroad, which, through remarkable af 
fitance of the divine providence, they finally 
crufhed. Poffibly the writer of this fublime and 
animated hymn defigned to infpirit the patriots of 
his age to purfue and complete a triumph over 
their lmpious adyerfaries : and this conftruétion is 
rendered almoft probable by the context. 

Let* the Saints be joyful in glory : let them fing aloud 
“on their beds. Let the high praifes of God be in 
their mouth, and a two-edged fword in their hand ; to 
execute vengeance upon the heathen, and punifpments 
ion the people ; to bind their kings with chains, and 
tein nobles with fetters of iron ; to execute upon them 
th Judgment written: this honour have all his faints. 
aeaen is now impofiible, however, to know 

é and date of this production, it is equal- 
ly difficult and needlefs to afcertain the exclufive 
meaning of that portion of it, which is prefixed to 

: this 
‘ould probably render it, The faints fad! be joy- 
ud, &c. But I follow the common tranflation, 


* The Hebrew Criticl w, 
ful, &c. they fal? fing alo 
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this difcourfe. Combining, therefore, in fome fort, 
its various fenfes abovementioned, we will confider 
the text as giving us the two-fold leflon of piety 
and the ufe of arms. Let us examine the opera- 
tion of both in the light of means, by which a na- 
tion may retain its liberties, and defend its rights 
againft unjuft enemies. 


I. We will obferve the tendency of national 
piety. ‘It conduces to the obfervance of religious 
inftitutions, to perfonal virtue, to the difcharge of 
relative duties, and to the publick order, union, 
and profperity. 

1. A principle of piety in a people induces its 
obfervance of religious inftitutions. The heart, 
that is warmed with the admiration and love of 
the divine perfections, honours the means of moral 
improvement. “If revelation had taught to her _ 
difciples no forms of worfhip, which nature had ~ 
not fuggefted to her children, the fervant of God 
would ftill have fought in fociety an enlargement 
of religious affections, which the fecrefy and filence 
of his clofet could hardly create. His benevo- 
lence, too, the offspring of piety, would have led 
him to provide for the inftru@tion and confolation 
of creatures ignorant, weak, and dependent like 
himfelf. But now that the authority of religious 
ordinances is known to be divine 3 now that the 
Jaw hath been difpenfed by Mofes, and grace and 
truth have beamed upon mankind in the gofpel of 
Jefus Chrift, the man of piety is the obferver of 
publick worfhip, not merely on account of its 
reafonablenefs and utility, but from a principle of 
regard to God. Imagine 


Eve 

Imagine now, my hearers, a whole community 
attending on the inftitutions of religion from 2 
principle of piety. What auguft and influential 
notions do they hence receive of the object of their 
praifes ! What afenfe of mutual obligations and 
dependence’ ;: and what ‘motives to relieve, to 
firengthen, to defend, to blefs fociety !| Indeed; 
whence but from religious inftitutions can that 
portion of knowledge be derived to the common- 
alty of a fate, which is abfolutely effential to the 
maintenance. of its liberties ? Accordingly the hif- 
torian of elder times-and the obferver of the pref- 
ent age uniformly report, that where the inftitutes 
of chriftianity have been moft intelligibly and con- 
fcientioufly reverenced, there liberty has dwelt 
with the greateft fecurity and pleafure.. Yes, ye 
defpots of the earth, and ye, who cruelly invade 
the rights of mankind, it is undoubtedly your in- 
tereft to overturn the altar, and unhallow the fab- 
_ bath, becaufe the afhes of thefe- rites produce an 

ignorance, which will fofter your crimes. 

2. A principle of piety promotes perfonal vir- 
tue. As there can be no genuine religion without 
morality, fo there is no fafe morality without re- 
jigion. If morals are the lamp, the fear of God is 
the oil, which mutt give it a ftrong and uniform 
luftre. Regard to temporary health, tranquillity, 
and honour, forms, of itfelf, a character of imperfect 
go0dnefs. On the other hand, refpect to the will, 
and reference to the perpetual notice of the Deity, 
jut views of his benevolence and purity, anda fenfe 
of accountablenefs to him at the final judgment of 
the world, deeply imprinted in the foul, tend di- 
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re@ly ‘to the fanctification and. exaltation of man, 
Becaufe he fees fufpended over his head the fword 
of retributive juftice, he avoids anger, pride; and 
jnordinate pleafures ; and he practifes meeknefs and 
moderation, temperance and induftry, becaufe, by 
the appointment: of God, they are connected with 
eternal joys. Thus, a fentiment of religion, whilf 
it commands the will, enlifteth alfo the affe@tions 
in the caufe of virtue. 

It is impoffible here not to fee the connexion 
between piety, and the political ftrength and ‘ree- 
dom. Ifthe citizens of a fate were univerfally 
pious, their labours and diligence would procure 
them wealth, whilft their wealth would not be fol- 
lowed by luxury, and the confequent reign of the 
malevolent paffions. | Whence come wars and fightings 
among you 2 Come they not hence, even of your lifes, 
that war in your members 2 In a country, where 
private virtue is remitted proportionally to the in- 
creafe of the common opulence and grandeur, in- 
ternal competitions and ftrife will certainly arife : 
thefe the ambitious of neighbouring fates will em. 
ploy and point againit its liberties, whilft the dif. 
tracted citizens, enervated by indolence and vice, 
have only to choofe between an inglorious death, 
and alife of fervitude and repentance. It is Piety, 
then, which, by promoting the virtue of individ. 
uals, operates the falvation and happinefg of the 
community. 

3. Ibis piety, that excites a performance of 
relative duties. A moment’s reflection informs 
every man, even in younger life, that he was not 
made folely for himfelf. He fees his focial obliga- 
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tions multiply with his years. His friend, his 
brother, his countryman, the ftranger, all prefer 
him their claims. Is a principle of felf-gratification, 
of vanity, family-pride, or thirft of diftinétion, al- 
ways competent to their difcharge ? The hiftory 
of infidels and atheifts proves the truth of the 
negative. Ungoverned by a principle of piety, 
the affluent and powerful will be infolent and op- 
preflive ; the weak and dependent will be ungrate- 
ful and mutinous. Where motives of worldly 
intereft and fame are fuffered to hold the fupreme 
rule, elevation of rank will be ufed merely to ter- 
rify and control. The fervant will tremble in per- 
petual apprehenfion of his lord’s difpleafure, and 
the lord will be equally fufpicious of the fervant’s 
treachery. There will be a conftant war among: 
all claifes of fociety. Caprice and paffion will 
break afunder the ties of confanguinity and friend- 
fhip; and no bands will be found fufliciently 
ftrong, by which the moft folemn and lovely con- 
nexions in human life can be faved from diffolution. 
Religion, on the contrary, ftrengthens every 
tic, and fortifies every obligation.* It infpires 
condefcenfion and gentlenefs in the great, and 
clothes the powerful with the fweet and refiftlefs 
charms of kindnefs. It helps the lowly cottager 
to futtain the inferiority of his flation ; the inno- 
cent prifoner, the weight of his chains; and the 
wretched of every name, the burden ef his woes; 
*by prefenting to their full view the providence 
and agency of God ; and by putting, in the pace, 
: Ce} 
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31 the Importance of Religious Opinions,” 
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of their feelings, a lively faith, that the virtues of 
fubmiflion and contentment are deftined to en- 
throne them in the kingdom of heaven. Mutual 
confidence is thus cherifhed amid all ranks in the 
ftate. Every citizen faithfully difcharges his re- 
fpective truft ; and from the conftant tribute, 
which flows to the commonwealth from individual 
honefty and domeftick continence, her peace becomes 
as a river, and her righteoufnels as the waves of the fea. 
4. Still more particularly and dire@tly does a 
pious principle contribute to. the publick order, 
union, and profperity. It is this, which binds the 
fubject to the governour. Without government, 
there can be no order in civil fociety ; without 
oaths, there can be no government ; without 
piety, oaths have neither ufe nor meaning. It is, 
therefore, in religion, that the ruled finds the guar- 
antee of his rights. Convince him that there is no 
God, or, which is much the fame, that he does not 
govern and judge the world in righteoufnefs, and 
you fubvert his faith in the ruler. He will no 
longer willingly fubmit to the reftraints of power g 
he is at once prepared for infurre@tion and pillage. 
It is the fame principle, likewife, that obliges the 
magiltrate to the fubjet. It places him beneath the 
immediate and perpetual cognizance of the King of 
Kings. It arrefts him in every project of perfonal 
agerandizement to the detriment of the citizen, 
It confines his ftudies and toil to the general good. 
Hence the peaceful reign of law and order in 
the ftate, the cement of national union, and the 
multiplication of refources againft the common 
danger. In no way can a flate realize thefe blefl- 
¥ ings, 
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ednefs in the governour, obedience in the private 
citizen, obfervance of publick faith, and a prompt 
execution of juitice ; except, in fhort, by national 
picty. 

Accordingly the frequent recurrence to antiqui- 
ty on this fabje& is always juftified, by the multi- 
tude of proofs it furnithes, of the rife and glory of 
empires by righteoufnels, and of their declenfion. 
and downfal by wickednefs. It fhould be'account- 
ed neither puerile nor pedantick in the moralift, 
when he tells us, that the ravages of impiety and 
luxury were more injurious to the Romans, than ~ 
thofe of Pyrrhus or Hannibal; and that vice was | 
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ings, and enjoy its liberties, except by difintereft- : 


the ruin of the Grecian flates, Efpecially does 
the page of Jewith hiltory prefent to our view, in 
a luminous and impreflive manner the influence 
and effects of piety on the Hebrew nation. It was 
this, that made her populous, free, and rich, and : 
that poured into her lap the charming joys of peace 
gins) and plenty. It was this, which made her. beautiful | 
as her own Tirzah, comely as her fill fairer capital, } 
and, at the fame time, terrible to her enemiestas an 
army with banners. Yt was piety, in fine, that fo ex- 
aétly meafured her profperity, and fo notoriouily 
determined her fate, that the faét was the conftant 
burden of her facred fongs. The Lord taketh plea/- 
Pfalm Ure in them that fear him, in thofe that hope in his mercy. 
ty Praife the Lord, O Ferufalem. Praife thy God, O Zion : | 
ior be hath firengthened the bars of thy gates, he hath 
+ — bleffed thy children within thee. | 
Wherefore it is a juft and fafe conclufion, that : 
the piety of a people is one important and happy 
sf means 
a CUr 
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means of its defence ; that it direéily ferves its in. 
ternal wealth, population, order, and union 5 and 
that, as eminent virtue fpreads a glory round indi 
¥idvals to the fhame and dread of their enemies, 
fo the righteouinefs of a community erects, as) it 
were, a wall of fire between jt and its foes. 

Such, neverthelefs, my hearers, is the disjointed, 
fate of morals in our world, fuch the reftlefs am- 
bition of man, corrupted by the love and poffeffion 
of power, that not even innocence and piety are 
fecure from his depredating and oppreflive hand. 
The devotion and beneficence of Elijah did not 
fhield him from the perfecution of Ahab; nor did 
the fanétity of the reverend Baptift divert the cru- 
élty of the Galilean tetrarch, States, too, are eX 
pofed to the fpoliations of ftates ; and the commu- 
nity, whofe only defence is virtue, is fometimes 
the prey of violence from an unprincipled power, 

In its patriotick addrefles, therefore, the chrif 


tian pulpit, contrary to its pacifick character, is 


‘compdlled to be the advocate of arms, as well as of 
piety: Let the high praifes of God be in their mouth, 
and a two-edged fword in their hand. 

’ jl, That there are cafes, in which both private 
and publick war is confidered juft on the principles 
of natural and revealed religion, is the general con- 
ceffion of ethical writers.* . How would the rights 
of the individual be deemed fafe, if the thief might 
rob, and the affaflin murder, him with impunity? 
If no violence were fuffered to indi punifhment 
on the one, and extort reftitution from the other, 
svhat value would be attached to property, or what 

: comfort 
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comfort to life ? Unprote@ed from the vapacity of 
the covetous, and the rude blafts of calumny, and 
unrecompenfed by the court of juftice, the boaft- 
ed bleflings of civilized man would be all an illu- 
fion. Contrafted with his condition, that of the 
hermit, or of the favage, would be every way 
eligible. , 

As long, therefore, as the diffocial paffions fhall 
poifon and convulfe fociety, the civil ruler muft be 
ordained to arreft and reclaim difturbers of the 
peace. Even the difciple of the friendly Penn 
if he would fee the government effectual to cig 
ends, muft provide for its exigencies, and ut : 
{word into the hand of the magiftrate. ee 


i For what 
1s command without power, or law Without 
alty ? ee 


War between flatespis jultified for the fame rea- 
fons, which make it righteous between individuals. 
If the publick enenty of a country will not be. a 
crued by the rules of eternal order, nor by tiscd 
ehablithed by the common confent of nations ; 
Ha 18 neither awed into a pacifick temper by the : 
uftrous example of piety and meecknef§ in the 
Bets he feeks to opprefs, nor difarmed of 

oe ey its conciliatory propofals, the intended 
b ax Plunder and flavery may religioufly arm 
ae SS a its Tights. Indeed an application of 
‘ae es of force is here publick fpirited. and 
es: Ee Tyrants of the world fhould be taught 
on peé the liberties of their fellowmen ; and 
their deftru€tion in one age fhould infcribe a falu- 


tary leflon on the page of hiftory for fucceedine 
.oppreffors. : : 4 
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However, then, the pity and fighs of the fenfi- 
ble heart may be excited, from contemplating the - 
horrible effeéts of war, we are obliged, under cer- 
tain circumftances, to view an armed affociation 
one of the moft neceffary engines of, ftate. Cor- 
roborative of this fentiment is the language of the 
{criptures, which thus animates the pious to refift 
their infulting and tyrannick foes. 

Be of good courage, and let us play the men for our 
people, and the cities of our God. Be ftrong and cou- 
rageous, be not afraid nor difmayed :* for there be more 
with us than with him. With him is an arm of flefh ; 
but with us is the Lord our God, to help us, and to fight 
cur battles.  Bleffed be the Lord, my frength, which 
teacheth my hands to war, and my fingers to fight. 

Whilft we pay homage to the ancient revelations 

of the Deity, let us not be underftood to militate 
with his more valuable difpenfation by the great 
Reformer of mankind. We vindicate no war, 
which is not the legitimate offspring of felf-de. 
fence ; none, incompatible with any fober con- 
firuaion of the precept, Re//z not evil ; none, 
which embraces other objects, than fuch a reftitu- 
tion to the injured flate, as fhall inhibit future 
aggreflions ; none, in which a chriftian country 
cannot confiftently appeal to the fovereign arbiter 
of nations for the rectitude of its caufe, and con. 
fide the iflue to his juft decifion. 

Hence, although national piety alone muf be 
deemed an infufficient defence of national right, 
in the prefent condition of humanity, it is yet 
infinitely preferable to a military fyftem altogether 
fupported by ‘felfifhnefS and violence, Ruthlefs 

ravagers 


2 Sam, - 
X. 12. 


2, Chron. 
xxxii. 7, $. 


Pfalm 
cxliv. I. 
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tavagers of our race are they, who levy war for 


the fake of widening their territory, and filling - 


their coffers, Execrable plagues of mankind are 
they, who find an occafion for their arms in the 
internal diffenfions, or defencelefs frontier of a 
neutral power, or who, for the fake of connecting 
their names* with memorable events, lay wafte 
the dwellings of the juft. 

The war of fuch heroes is like the fury of fan- 
guinary cannibals, andthe rage of the hungry ti- 
get. Nay,it isimpolitick, Their two edged {words 
muft finally prove fatal to themfelves, as weil as 
the people they fpoil. After being, for a while 
difturbed by their outrages, the world will rife ae 
complete the repreflion of their arrogance. So 
flrongly imprefled on the human heart is'a fenfe 
of equity, and fo happily is this fentiment improv- 
ed by the diffufion of religious knowledge, that the 
time approaches, when the abolition of tyranny 

fhall be confidered the common caufe of Gad and 
of man. 

Wherefore, if a fyftem of national defence, 
wholly pacifick, be ineffe@ual to the general fafety, 
through Want of force and arms,a nation of foldiers 
is doomed toa tranfient exiftence, from a deficiency 
of religious principle. The unarmed faint is in- 
deed a defencelefs dove, the almoft certain prey of 
the ravenous hawk; but the impious warrior is 
a defiruative ferpent, whofe head, inheriting the 
univerfal odium, will eventually be bruifed. 

So then piety is a defence, and arms are a de- 
fence ; but fince neither, fingly, will enable a na- 

tion 


* Read a rhapfody of Buonaparte in one of his letters to a friend. 
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tion to maintain its liberties and exiftence, in this 
mixed ftate, its wifdom confifteth in teaching its 
citizens to let the high praifes of God be in their mouth, 
anda two-edged-fword in their band. 


APPLICATION. 


1. Ifthe preceding remarks have a foundation 
in truth, let them inftruct us, my fellow citizens, 
in thefe eventful times. Probably at no period of 
lier exiftence, could our country have exhorted 
her fons with greater propriety, than fhe now can 
exhort them, to the exercife of arms. Fora num- 
ber of years paft, we have feen a powerful nation 
in Europe, evidently a@tuated by principles of im- 
piety and unrighteoufnels, making war upon a 
“great part of the civilized world. With a force 
of conquett, fcarcely paralleled in any former age, 
the French Republick has diffufed death and me- 
naces throughout all Europe. Tts arms have made 

Germany 2 field of battle: they have overtured 
the republicks of Venice and.Geneva, and wafted 
their beautiful provinces: they have vanquifhed 
and plundered Italy : they have put the yoke up- 
on Spain: they have rent in pieces the kingdom 
of Naples: they have drained Holland of its wealth, 
haye fpoiled Switzerland of its liberties and its 
glory, and have, in faét, left to no country, they 
have aflailed, ought but its moans. What is more 
interefting, and juftly alarming, to us, through 
each a& of this fanguinary drama in Europe, the 
emiffaries of France have been ere¢ting their ftan- 
dard in this land of neutrality, and on thefe, alas, 
too 
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too hofpitable fhores, digging the grave of Ameri- 
can liberty ! : ] 

Columbian warriors! where are your fwords? 
If with thefe fa&ts and examples before your eyes, 
you permit them to ruft in their fcabbards, where 
is the expatriated Swifs, or impoverifhed Holland- 
er, what fhade of your fathers, who fell on Bunk- 
er’s heights, or bled on the plains of Yorktown, 
who will not pronounce you unworthy the joys 
of freedom ! 

But I forget that the United States has mar- 
fhalled her armies, and is prepared for her infidi- 
ous foe. God be praifed, my countrymen, that 
we learn wifdom from hiftory and obfervation ; 
that the Eye and Light and Strong Rod of our na- 
tion hath developed the hoftile machinations of 
France, pointed to the means of their defeat, and 
already {courged the Directory in its own cabinet ; 
that our armament on the {eas is protecting our 
commerce and adding to the naval diferace of the 
common enemy; that our troops are gathering 


from every corner of the Union to the accuftom- - 


ed banners of the hoary Chief, whofe fingle name 
commands the faith and courage of every Ameri- 
can foldier; and that our political profpects are 
Opening with brighter hopes, as a reward for the 
Plous and manly efforts of our country to /land fa/t 
in the liberty, wherewith She has been made free. 

Let us not, however, be deceived by fpecious ap- 
Pearances. The fate of the unhappy Swifs Can- 
tons continually awakens our fad remembrance. 
Seven long years was France in diffolving the Hel- 

vetick: 
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vetick Union,* and burying its ancient liberties, 
If, in the fame fpace of time, fhe has not been 
equally fuécefsful in accomplithing her defigns 
againft the United States, let the truth infpirit, 
not relax, our perfeverance in thofe meafures, 
which, under the guidance of heaven, have thus 
far baffled her views. Whilft we continue our ap- 
peal to the divine providence, let us proceed to 
burnifh our arms and fortify our fhores. The mof 
correct information our country can furnifht af 
fures us, that our deareft interefts are {till in jeop- 
ardy through the infidioufnefs and hoftility of the 
French nation. It yet views our lands with cu- 
pidity, and our independence with rage. In fuch 
a political jundture, every meafure, which prom- 
ifes the fmalleft fupport to the government or de- 
fence of the flate, and efpecially every armed eftab- 
lifhment, is unfpeakably eftimable. 

Tn this point of view, therefore, gentlemen of 
the ANCIENT AND HONOURABLE ARTII- 
LERY COMPANY, we exult in the continued 
exiftence of your inftitution. We have loved and 
applauded your patriotifm in the days of peace; but, 
in this hour of national danger, we honour and 
revere you. Permit us to hope, that a military 
college, which, for nearly two centuries, has con- 
tributed to the glory of Maflachufetts, and whofe 
fons, in times we well remember, have fought the 
battles of their country, will, by no means, in the 
prefent crifis, forget the purpofes of its creation. 

At the fame time, Sirs, conformably to the fpirit 
of our miniftry, we with you to confider tho 


arms, 
* See the inftruGtive Du Pan. 
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arms, as the fad emblems of an unnatural and de- 
praved ftate of fociety. Under this impreflion, 
you will bear them not with pride, but reluctance, 
and will confider the neceflity of their affumption 
asa fource of humiliation, and not of glory, to 
you in common with our kind. Hence, let your 
ambition direé itfelf to the attainment and exer~ 
cife of that piety, which we preach, and which, 
when univerfally practifed, will render your ord. 
nance needlefs, and reftore the order of our earth. 
You will thus be our permanent honour, as well as 
prefent defence. Your contemporaries will equal: 
ly feck your virtues as their model, and aes 
flandard as their protedtion- And, having a 

with the praifes of God in your mouths, and the td 
in your bands, a juft and grateful pofterity {ha - 
{cribe upon your tombs, Thefe are the men who 

died for their country. vat 
z. Quy military brethren form not the oF y 
clafs, to which the fubjeét applies itfelf. On the 
duties of piety, it addrefles a meek, but folemn, 
leffon to all our fellow-citizens. ‘The rulers of 
France have not only fought the wreck of caval fo: 
ciety, but of the moral world. | After profaning 
the temples in Europe, they have come hither alfo 
with their facrilege. On this fidethe Atlantick they 
have brought their artillery of deftruction to the 
foul, their books, principles, vices. This is the 
cruel war they levy upon our churches, our religion, 
our Saviour, and our God. ‘Thefe are the weap- 
ons, wherewith they attack our families, our clot 
ets, our very bofoms ; feeking to defpoil us of the 
dear hope of immortality, and to darken that ma 
enly 
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enly {plendour, which hath irradiated the prifon 
of death. . ; 

Happy. fer our country, had this war upon our 
sworthieft affections and: hopes been as fuccefslefs, as 
that upon: our civil privileges! The fact is other- 
wife. Chriftians, you fee its ravages in that dere- 
li@ion of moral. obligation, which characterizes 


- a part of our citizens. © Sabbatical inftitutions, 


whole obfervance was once the praife of our coun- 
try, have, in many places, received a wound, which 
will bleed. before the eyes of all the prefent gene- 
ration.. The houfes of publick worfhip, venerable 
from. their appropriation, and endeared to our 
feelings from the conftant vifits of our pious an- 
Ceftors; begin: to-be ‘negleéted, and the holy pre- 
cepts of pure chriftianity to be contemned. Par- 
ticularly do you fee the triumphs of Gallick= infi- 
delity in that factious and diforganizing {pirit, 
which has ftalked through the United States for 
the purpofe of deftroying our confidence in the of- 
ficers of the Federal government, and of under- 
mining the government itfelf. For {till we are 


_ obliged to affert the connexion between religious 


rituals, and the life of liberty. «Our enemy well 
knows, that the amiable tabernacles of the Lord of 
hofs axe the only fan@uary of the people’s rights ; 
that chriftianity is the very temple of freedom ; 
and that the defpotifm he adores cannot exift with 
the high praifes of God. \t is therefore he meets us 
on, our facred ground. | It is thence he aims at us 
his deadly weapons, weapons, not indeed carnal, but 
mighty through a vain philofophy, tothe pulling down 
of the firong holds of virtue, cafting down princi- 

ples 
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ples of piety, and every thing that exalteth itfelf againft 
diforder, and bringing into captivity every thought to the 
obedience of the devil. 

Whoever, hence, in this war with atheifts, will 
acknowledge the being, and celebrate the perfec- 
tions, of God, is a real patriot ; and who, in this 
conteft with infidels, will be a good foldier of Fe/us 
Chrift, fhall have the honour of warring . his 
country. Here is a warfare, Americans, in which 
we all may engage advantageoufly ; fo eafily main- 
tained, as to admit recruits without diftin@ion of 
age or fex, and yet fo neceflary, as that, without 
its fupport, all other means of defence are nuga- 
tory. ‘ 
In vain is it for you, legiflators, to levy taxes, 
and eftablith armies, for the fafety of the republick, 
if we, the fubjeéts, by our luxuries and floth, con- 
fume the political body. 

Vain is it for you, faithful foldiers, to hazard 
your lives in the field, whilft we, the citizens, 
by our difunion at home, aét in union with the 
enemy. 

And ye minifters of religion, you may as well 
keep clofed, as open, your churches, if we, your 
Pretended hearers, expend that day in fcenes of 
voluptuoufnefs, which is confecrated to religious 
improvement. It is no longer needful for you to 
teach us the divine philofophy of Jefus Chrift, your 
matter, which was defigned to make us the happy 
citizens of both earth and.heaven, if we fuffer the 
Voltaires and Volncys of our age'to deftroy our 
ufefulnefs in this world, and to terminate our hopes 
at the fepulchre. 

Defcendants 
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Defcendants of a brave and pious race, let us, 
therefore, univerfally refolve to be the defenders 
and faviours of our country, by the devout obfer- 
vance of religious inftitutions, by the practice of 
that perfonal virtue, which ennobles the human na-. 
ture, and adorns the chriftian profeflion, by facred- 
ly and faithfully difcharging our relative duties, 
and by, feeking with a fteady and enlightened zeal 
the publick order and felicity. 

Thus, although we may fail of conquering our 
earthly enemies, we yet fhall be viGorious over 
foes infinitely more dangerous, I mean our vices ; 
and though unfuccefsful in defending the country, 
which gave us birth, we fhall, neverthelefs, be cer- 
tain of poflefling another and a better country, even 
an heavenly, where the high praifes of God will be in 
every mouth, and the ufe of the /word will be no 
more known. 


AMEN. 


